
2012 Co-operative Development Program Recipients 

Cowichan Bio-Diesel Co-op (CB-DC) – Duncan, BC  
CB-DC is a is a producer and consumer co-operative dedicated to the local production, use, and 
promotion of biofuels to achieve a more ethical, environmentally sustainable local economy. 
Formed in late 2004 and officially incorporated in 2007, the Co-op provides 100% bio-diesel 
made locally from recycled cooking oil to its 180 members. CB-DC has taken a lead role in 
bringing BC-based bio-diesel co-operatives together to explore greater collaboration as they 
individually look to enhance their viability and services to members. Our grant of $ 8,500 will 
support the creation of a BC Biofuel Network with the goal of: supporting the development of 
start-up biofuel co-ops, and; linking existing biofuel co-ops in order to allow them to expand their 
revenue base and member access to biofuels beyond their current regional limits. 

Hub City Cycles Community Co-op - Nanaimo, BC 
Hub City Cycles is a multi stakeholder co-op dedicated to promoting bike use and a bicycle 
culture in Nanaimo. Incorporated in February 2012, its goal is to increase community 
membership and to be a “hub” for people to share skills and bike know how, as well as to 
purchase their services including: drop off bike repair, mobile bike repair, bike workshops, sales 
of new and used bikes, and sales of new bike parts. Our grant of $ 3,000 will support the co-
operative to develop its branding and promotion campaign.  
 
British Columbia Co-operative Association (BCCA)– Vancouver, BC 
BCCA is the umbrella organization that works on behalf of co-ops and credit unions in British 
Columbia, Canada. Its mandate is to develop co-operatives and does so by providing technical 
support and advisory services for co-operatives that are in the pre-start-up phase. Our grant of  
$ 12,500 will allow BCCA to launch a new co-operative and to develop communications to 
promote the services that this co-operative will provide. 
 
Canadian Ethical Restoration and Construction Cooperative (CERCC) – Vancouver, BC 
CERCC is a worker co-operative providing full service restoration and construction services for 
property and contents damaged by fire, water, wind and other perils. It aims to provide jobs to 
disadvantaged inner city residents in partnership with community agencies and organizations, 
and is committed to sustainability and environmental deconstruction (selective dismantlement of 
building components for re-use and recycle). Our Grant of $15,000 will support the development 
of operational plans and systems of this new co-operative that officially launched in March 2012. 
 
East End Food Cooperative (EEFC) – Vancouver, BC 
EEFC is a member-owned, unionized grocery store featuring organic, fair trade and locally 
grown food, and Vancouver’s only retail food co-operative. It has evolved into a storefront 
operation offering a much broader range of products but retaining its primary focus on local, 
healthy, organic and fair-trade food. Our grant of $ 14,000 will allow EEFC to carry out a study 
that will look at the feasibility of expanding the co-operative’s business model. 
 
Shift Delivery Co-op – Vancouver, BC 
Shift Delivery Co-op was incorporated in May 2011 by five students/recent graduates with a 
shared vision to create empowering green jobs and reduce the impact of goods movement in 
Vancouver. It provides a cycle-based distribution service that aims to replace conventional 
delivery trucks within the downtown core by transporting loads of up to 600 lbs using heavy-duty 
cargo trikes. Our Grant of $ 3,600 will support the promotion of co-operative’s services. 
 



The Vancouver Tool Library Cooperative (VTL)– Vancouver, BC 
VTL  is a community service cooperative that provides its members access to a wide variety of 
power and hand tools for home repair, gardening, and bicycle maintenance. The core purpose 
of the VTL is to create a long-lasting collective resource that Vancouver residents can use to 
improve and green the places in which they live, work and play. VTL wants to dedicate part of 
its website for community driven workshops and projects. Our grant of $ 6,000 will support the 
co-operative in implementing this project. 
 
Saint-Claude Wind Energy Cooperative – St. Claude – MB 
St Claude Wind Energy Co-op was incorporated in 2009. After conducting a pre-feasibility 
study, it purchased and erected a wind tower and currently has over two year of data collected. 
Its goal is to construct a wind farm of 25 turbines through a partnership with a developer that will 
allow the co-op to return a portion of its profits into bursaries and donations for local projects in 
the community. Our grant of $10,000 will assist the co-op with the legal fees to create a share 
structure so that the co-op can issue shares to its members. 
  
Your Local Market Co-op – Stratford, ON 
Your Local Market Co-op is a workers’ co-operative food store that opened in 2011 in Stratford, 
Ontario. Its goal is to promote healthy, affordable local food and support a sustainable food 
system as well as to provide sustainable employment. The co-op has identified a need to be 
much more visible in Stratford at key events and in the media. Our grant of $ 7,000 will support 
the co-operative’s promotion initiatives. 
 
Toronto & District Parent Co-operative Preschool Corporation (PCPC)– Toronto, ON 
PCPC is an association providing support and services to non-profit and co-operative childcare 
centres and nursery programs in Ontario. PCPC membership currently includes over 60 small 
and medium sized non-profit and co-operative preschool/childcare centres, with approximately 
3,500 families located from Metro Toronto east to the Ottawa River and north to 
Simcoe/Muskoka. PCPC focuses on creating quality early childhood education and childcare. 
The Board recently identified a need to address succession planning to ensure the long-term 
sustainability of the co-op. Our grant of $ 14,122 will finance the costs of succession planning 
activities. 
 
TREC Renewable Energy Co-operative – Toronto, ON 
TREC is a non-profit, environmental co-operative that develops community-owned renewable 
energy projects and educates Ontarians about renewable energy, energy conservation and the 
community power model. With its history and experience in creating co-operatives, developing 
renewable energy projects and raising community financing, TREC is fostering the growth of a 
new business, TREC Services. This new business aims to provide renewable energy co-ops a 
variety of capacity building tools to help them sustain their projects. Our grant of $10,750 will 
support the co-op in refining and developing new tools and services as part of TREC Services. 
 
Families Matter Co-operative – Ottawa, ON 
Families Matter Co-op is a social co-operative that supports, educates and networks families of 
persons with developmental disabilities. Their members are families of persons with disabilities 
and community supporters. Over the past 6 years, the co-op has organized workshops, learning 
sessions, advocated for families and organized recreational and social events. Our grant of  
$ 10,000 will allow the co-op to develop its web and social media presence further by creating a 
functional website and social media platform that will improve access to information on the co-
ops services and networking opportunities.     
 



Ottawa Renewable Energy Co-operative (OREC)– Ottawa, ON 
OREC was created to allow residents in the City of Ottawa to jointly own and finance renewable 
energy generation projects and earn a reasonable return while doing so. Residents of Ottawa 
can purchase an OREC membership, which allows them to invest in local, co-operatively-owned 
renewable energy projects. The co-op’s focus in 2012 will be to secure and/or develop OREC’s 
first solar projects and raise member capital to finance these projects. Our grant of $ 8,640 will 
support legal expenses as well as the development of a marketing package.  
 
Coopérative de Travail du Collège des Hauts Sommets – Saint-Tite-des-Caps, QC 
In 2003, the staff at Collège des Hauts Sommets formed a worker co-operative in order to 
ensure that the institution would continue to operate. The school welcomes 150 highschool 
students from all regions in Quebec. Some of them are referred by psychologists, social 
workers, or youth centres. The school’s educational system focuses on the success of young 
people, provides personalized services to students, and has dedicated team members. All of 
this has allowed the school to achieve a 0% dropout rate. Our grant of $10,000 will allow  two 
youth to continue their studies. 
 
Downtown Daycare Co-operative – Moncton, NB 
The Downtown Daycare Co-operative is a non-profit daycare co-operative with a parent-owned 
Board of Directors who set the vision, mission, and goals of the daycare and who are 
responsible for its governance.  The goal of the co-op is to provide a safe and stimulating 
environment for children, where they have opportunities to learn, explore, discover, make 
friends, and have fun. Our grant of $ 7,000 will support the development of a promotion plan. 
 
La Coopérative de Transport de Chéticamp Lté. – Chéticamp, NS 
La Coopérative de Transport Lté is a transportation cooperative that offers low cost 
transportation for seniors, persons with disabilities and low income persons in the region to get 
to medical appointments and shopping as well as to decrease social isolation. There are no 
other forms of public or private transit service in the region for these purposes. Our grant of $ 
10,000 will support the promotion efforts of the co-op through public advertising and the 
development of a website. 
 


